
OVERVIEW: Originally constructed in 1906 using bricks from the 

great San Francisco earth quake, the United Health Centers 

Fowler medical office building opened for business in 2Q 2016.  

The 12000sf building includes a 5000sf medical area, a 2000sf 

maintenance shop and a 5000sf basement.  The facility offers 

medical, dental, optometry, behavioral health and lab services.  

The total project cost was $10.8M and was funded using New 

Markets Tax Credits and a medical access point grant. 

Facility amenities include: 
• 7 medical exam rooms 
• 6 dental operatories 
• 2 optometry exam rooms 
• 2 behavioral health offices 
• Medical and dental lab 
• Maintenance shop 
• Medical records storage 
• 8000sf concrete parking lot 
• 50kw solar system 

CHALLENGE: When looking to build in rural communities, it is 

very rare to find an available commercial building with the right 

location that meets the requirements of both current building 

code and the operator.  In the case of Fowler, the subject property 

had the correct location and size, however the building had been 

condemned due to significant structural issues.   The cost to 

retrofit the building was greater than the value of the property, so 

without some kind of special financing, there was a considerable 

funding gap holding back the development of the subject 

property.  

SOLUTION: Using the New Markets program, the development team 

was able to invest the money into structurally retrofitting the building.  

Construction included framing a new building inside of the existing brick 

shell, re-pointing the entire brick exterior and enlarging the size of the 

perimeter foundation and existing footings.   

By taking a local building with over 100 years of history that had been 

forgotten due to deferred maintenance and structural issues, and reviving 

it into a state-of-the-art medical center for the community, it not only 

provides increased access to high quality care, but it’s an investment in 

that community which local residents appreciate. 

USING THE NEW 
MARKETS PROGRAM, 
WE HAVE CREATED A 
STATE-OF-THE ART 
MEDICAL CENTER AND 
AN INVESTMENT INTO 
THE COMMUNITY

U C  F O W L E R  C A S E  S T U D Y


